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Impacts of COVID-19 on Rural and Agricultural Development in
2020 and Its Countermeasures

YE Xingging CHENG Yu ZHOU Qunli YIN Haodong

Abstract:COVID-19 may have comprehensive and lasting impacts on rural and agricultural devel-
opment in Chinadue to strong seasonality of planting and breeding industry large mobility of migrant
workers and poor protection conditions in rural areas. This paper shows that the threatened survival of
poultry breeding by intercepted logistical system may result in fluctuation of meat price and expanding
gap between meat demand and supply. Unsmooth circulation delayed sales and refrained consumption
may lead to the decline of planting revenue. The delayed return to work during the epidemic and the
prolonged business shutdownafter the epidemic may cause the job numbers of rural migrant workers
dropping 2. 05 to 3. 51 million and the nominal growth rate of per capita wage income falling 1.45 to
2. 46 percentage points in 2020. Taking into account the impact of the epidemic on various income
sources the nominal growth rate of per capita disposable income of rural residents may drop by 2. 59 to
3. 59 percentage points in 2020. Therefore it is necessary to establish emergency agricultural stocks en—
hance subsidy and policy credit support and promote the re—employment training and returning home
start—up of rural migrant workers so as to stabilize the income of rural residents.
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